
h o n e s t  a n d  a u t h e n t i c  

N E I G H B O UR H O O D  G UI D E S
c r e a t e d  b y  l o c a l s  



Cities across Asia 

are starting to look increasingly the same’’



’’with little reference to 

original architectural or cultural heritage



’’city identity is getting lost 

in the urban jungle



but, people want to live, shop, drink and eat 
in places that are comfortable, ’’



and they can relate to ’’



’’and travellers are looking 
for an experience ‘like a local’



But there’s a lot of 
passionate people out there who care ’’



a young generation fearing a loss of identity ’’



and creative entrepreneurs 
have a different value of place   ’’



but their voices are not always heard ’’



How to make heritage relevant  

in contemporary urban society ? ’’



h o n e s t  a n d  a u t h e n t i c  

N E I G H B O UR H O O D  G UI D E S
c r e a t e d  b y  l o c a l s  



s t o r y t e l l i n g   

APP

d e s i g n e r   

MAP 



CREATED BY LOCALS 
u n i v e rs i t i e s ,  N G O s ,  s t r e e t  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  c r e a t i v e  c o l l e c t i v e s



DESIGNED BY LOCALS 
e v e r y  m a p  i s  a  p i e c e  o f  a r t ,  
a  p o e t i c  o d e  t o  t h e  n e i g h b o u r h o o d



POWERED BY LOCALS.
cultural foundations, hotels or developers 

who want a positive association with a neighbourhood



T H E  C UR AT I V E  PR O C E S S  

I N  10 S T E PS  



illustration by local artist

i D i s c o v e r Ya n g o n  
0 .  P L A C E  W I T H  A  S TO R Y  TO  T E L L  



D e f i n i n g  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  n e i g h b o u r h o o d
c o m m u n i t y  a s  c u r a t o r s  

i D i s c o v e r Ya n g o n  
1 .  N E I G H B O U R H O O D  N A R R AT I V E  



l e a r n  a b o u t  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  t r a d e s ,  h i d d e n  s e c r e t s  a n d  
l o c a l  l e g e n d s  t h a t  m a k e  e a c h  n e i g h b o u r h o o d  s o  u n i q u e  

i D i s c o v e r Ya n g o n  
2 .  WA N D E R  T H E  S T R E E T S  



d i f f e r e n t  g e n e r a t i o n s   
s h a r i n g  s t o r i e s  t o  f i n d  c o m m o n  v a l u e s  

i D i s c o v e r Ya n g o n  
3 .  S TO R Y T E L L I N G  



i D i s c o v e r Ya n g o n  
4 .  T H E  B E S T  R O U T E  

N o t  t o o  l o n g ,  n o t  t o o  s h o r t !  A v o i d  b i g  b u s y  s t r e e t s ,  

f i n d  i n t e r e s t i n g  b a c k  a l l e y s  a n d  a  b a l a n c e d  s e l e c t i o n  o f  s i t e s  



M a p s ,  w o r d s ,  p h o t o s  a n d  c l i p s  a r e  c o m b i n e d  i n t o  a  s a v v y  s m a r t p h o n e  

a p p l i c a t i o n  w i t h  G P S  b a s e d  o f f l i n e  m a p s .

i D i s c o v e r Ya n g o n  
5 .  T R AV E L  A P P  



i D i s c o v e r Ya n g o n  
6 .  D E S I G N E R  M A P  

A  t a l e n t e d  l o c a l  i l l u s t r a t o r  d e s i g n s  a  m a p  t h a t  g i v e s  a  f l a v o u r  o f  t h e  ‘ h o o d ’ .  
M a p s  a r e  d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  p l a c e s  t h a t  s h a r e  o u r  v a l u e s  a n d  p a s s i o n



i n  t r a d i t i o n a l  f a m i l y  r u n  s h o p s

s o  m o r e  p e o p l e  r e c o g n i s e t h e  e c o n o m i c  v a l u e

o f  o l d  t r a d e s ,  b u i l d i n g s  a n d  n e i g h b o u r h o o d s

i D i s c o v e r Ya n g o n  
7 .  S U P P O R T  L O C A L  B U S I N E S S  



a  d i f f e r e n t  a u d i e n c e  
c u l t u r a l l y  a w a r e  &  d i g i t a l l y  c o n n e c t e d  i n  m u l t i p l e  l a n g u a g e s   

i D i s c o v e r Ya n g o n  
8 .  S H A R I N G  S TO R I E S  



e xc i t i n g  a n d  i n t e l l i g e n t  e v e n t s
l i k e t r e a s u r e  h u n t s  a n d  i n s t a m e e t s

w h e r e  y o u n g  p e o p l e  h a v e  a  c h a n c e  

t o  m e e t  a n d  l e a r n  f r o m  o l d  s h o p k e e p e r s  i n  a  f u n  e n v i r o n m e n t

i D i s c o v e r Ya n g o n  
9 .  C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  



n e w  e n t r e p r e n e u r s  a n d  o l d  c r a f t s m a n
s h a r e ,  l e a r n  a n d  b e  g o o d  n e i g h b o u r s

i D i s c o v e r Ya n g o n  
1 0 .  D E S T I N AT I O N  D I A L O G U E  



R E S ULT S  & I M PA C T   

I N  10 S T E PS  



iDiscover Colombo



A   N e i g h b o u r h o o d n a r r a t i v e

B S i t e  s e l e c t i o n

C R e v i e w  ‘ l o n g  l i s t ’

D S i t e  r e s e a r c h

E F i n a l  s i t e  s e l e c t i o n  &  r o u t e

i D i s c o v e r c u r a t i v e  p r o c e s s  



W R I T E  D O W N
O N  P O S T  I T ’ S  

T H R E E  W O R D S  
T H A T  C O M E  T O  M I N D  

F O R  E A C H  
N E I G H B O U R H O O D



O L D  C O L O M B O   
w h e r e  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  C o l o m b o  i s  s t i l l  a l i v e  

C o l o m b o  0 1  .  F o r t
C o l o m b o  1 1  .  P e t t a h
C o l o m b o  1 3 / 1 5  .  K o t a h e n e / M u t w a l
C o l o m b o  0 7  .  C i n n a m o n  G a r d e n s  



A   N e i g h b o u r h o o d n a r r a t i v e

B S i t e  s e l e c t i o n

C R e v i e w  ‘ l o n g  l i s t ’

D S i t e  r e s e a r c h

E F i n a l  s i t e  s e l e c t i o n  &  r o u t e

i D i s c o ve r c u r a t i ve  p r o c e s s  



5 discover categories    

iSEE

iSHOP

iDRINK

iEAT

iSURPRISE

The must see’s 

heritage sites & architectural highlights

Retail therapy 

old trades, speciality shops & unique galleries

Have a drink

from coffee to cocktails 

Restaurants with a bite

truly authentic or very different

The hidden gems

places and people with a story to tell



iSee
Listed Heritage Sites Architectural Highlight

W a t C h i a n g  R a i

R a t s a d a B r i d g e

G i n g e r b r e a d  h o u s e

R a t  b u i l d i n g



Unique Streetscape 

iSee

N e o n  s t r e e t



Traditional Trade Specialty Shop 

iShop

L a c q u e r w a r e C h i n e s e  h e r b a l

R a t t a n  s h o p



Local Designer/Artist Market Street 

iShop

G a l l e r y  /  s o c i a l  e n t e r p r i s e N i g h t  M a r k e t /  S t r e e t  m a r k e t



Traditional Drink 

Secret / Old Recipe

L e m o n a d e

S n a k e  s o u p

iDrink



Traditional drink Hip Coffee/Cocktail bar Cultural Context  

L a m p a n g m i l k L o c a l  p r o d u c e

iDrink



Famous Local Restaurant Traditional Dish 

iEat



Popular Snacks Local Hot Spot

iEat



Urban Legends

Interesting People 

iSurprise



Disappearing Customs

Festival/Events 

iSurprise



Spirit/dynamic of the area  

Uniqueness; representative of certain period/style 

Typical example of a cultural phenomenon

Fading business / threat of demolition

Example of sustainable adaptive re-use

Creative independent entrepreneurs who like the area

Social entrepreneurs who contribute to the community

Cultural or creative expression

C r i t e r i a  fo r  P o i n t s  o f  I n t e r e s t   











iDiscover Colombo



iDiscover Colombo



w w w . u r b a n d i s c o v e r y . a s i a  

d o w n l o a d  f o r  f r e e   
f r o m  a p p / g o o g l e  p l a y  s t o r e

Hong Kong Chiang  Mai Yangon Java Bali  Manila Macau 

https://i-discoverasia.com/neighbourhoods/colombo/

Explore four distinct Colombo neighbourhoods: 
Forth, Cinnamon Gardens, Slave Island, and Pettah. 



EXPECTED RESULT

Series of participatory workshop sessions and community events that create
curiosity, inquisitiveness and sense of belonging among young and old

people living and working within the historic core of Colombo, local

students, creative entrepreneurs and heritage enthusiasts to highlight the

value of cultural heritage, in particular the connections with the Dutch past

(target: 60 co-curators across three neighborhoods and 1,000 participants in
the associated events)



REAL RESULT

1) 16 co-creators (5 Colombo Heritage Collective - 4 designers - 4 strong

photography/film team -3 copywriters) all young creative people with a

passion for heritage and culture that met on a regular basis in each of

the neighborhoods

2) 40 local residents in the four neighborhoods profiled through in depth

interview sessions published through an exhibition and storybook (from

different ethnicities, age and gender

3) One plenary workshop (50 local heritage enthusiasts and students) and

a one-afternoon pop-up at Dutch Hospital in Fort (est. 400 general

public & tourists) and another three pop-up exhibitions upcoming in

each of the three remaining neighborhood's: Pettah, Slave Island and

Cinnamon Gardens.



EXPECTED RESULT

Capacity building in participatory cultural mapping techniques for local

students in architectural, culture, geography disciplines and persuasive

presentation of livelihood and career opportunities in the field of heritage

conservation for young Sri Lankans and university students in
preservation, tourism and hospitality through the cultural mapping

workshops. (Target: 20 students across three neighborhoods)



REAL RESULT

10-20 students did participate in the March workshop to for the initial site
selection as well as the November Heritage Talk and Photo Competition to

learn about the process and results, yet in the end, the curriculum

structure did not allow to students to be actively involved in the curative

process as such.

The call for co-curators (photographers/writers) was also extended to a

student audience but few responded because of conflicting time schedules

and expected scope of delivery we ended up choosing young professionals

to do the job.

For a next edition we would try an alternative way to include students in

the curative process, perhaps taking a more pro-active approach to include

it as part of their university curriculum or alternatively visit universities and

educational institutes to deliver inspirational talks



EXPECTED RESULT

One inclusive high-level discussion sessions with key stakeholders
(developers, property owners, civil society groups and government

officials) about models for heritage-led urban regeneration that have

worked in a comparable cultural context



REAL RESULT

The November Event, Exhibition and Heritage Talk provided a suitable and
convincing environment to have a constructive discussion on these topics

among politicians (the mayor and her cabinet were present at a time of great

political unrest in the country), diplomats (Dutch Embassy was represented as

well as some other foreign and UN delegates), hotel operators and tourism

sector representatives, academics and vocal civil society representatives
(writers, journalists and activists).

The need for preservation was clearly articulated among a rage of stakeholders

and even issues like legislation and idea to have more pedestrian areas were

brought to the table. The project has also been invited to speak at an event in
March organized by the EU on Heritage and Urban Liveability in March in

Colombo.


