
How can you facilitate the 
Dutch art sector?



The Dutch Council for Culture is the 
legal advisor of the government in 
the fields of culture, art, heritage 
and media. 

The council is a separate body that 
advises the government on the 
principles and implementation of 
policy plans in the Netherlands. 
www.cultuur.nl

http://www.cultuur.nl/


Goals of the Dutch Council for Culture are:

- to contribute to a culturally rich society
- to give direction to policies regarding media and       
culture
- to challenge and encourage the cultural field



The council releases:

- policy advices
- advices on subsidies (BIS)
- analyses and explorations
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Criteria for assessing applications

• Artistic quality

• Innovation

• Education

• Participation/audience outreach

• (Inter)national relevance

• Geographic distribution

• Fair practice code 

• Governance code 

• Code diversity and inclusion



Recent developments/priorities

• Wider canon

• Other genres

• Government cooperation

• Fair practice

• Diversity and Inclusion



Percentage distribution of cultural
expenditure

BIS 2021-2024

• 115 cultural
institutions – 220 
million

• 6 Funds – 193 million

Proportions percentages

• Central government: 
30%

• Municipalities 65%

• Provinces: 5%
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